TAP’s A LITTLE NIGHT MUSIC Character Descriptions / Actor Requirements


Please note the ages noted are those of the characters, not necessarily the actors playing them.  The flexibility in age range will mirror the casting so generations in the script make sense.
Female Roles
Desiree Armfeldt (35-50): Self-absorbed, once-successful actress, now touring the country-side in what is clearly not the "glamorous life."  World weary and ready for a change in life, she hopes for love with Fredrik and sets about the intrigue, plot and resolution.  A charismatic actress with classic drawing room comic skills.  Mezzo soprano.
Fredrika Armfeldt (13): Desiree's thirteen-year-old daughter, who may or may not be the product (unbeknownst to Fredrik) of the actress's and Fredrik's affair.  Clever, frank and direct without being rude.  She is a tabula rasa responding to the world with straightforwardness, interest, and curiosity.  Much of honest reaction to the amorous farce of the plot is seen through Fredrika’s eyes and honest comments.  Mezzo soprano.
Madame Armfeldt (late 50s to 70): Desiree's elderly, wise and brutally honest mother.  She was a successful courtesan who has had liaisons with royalty and raised her daughter in this tradition.  A woman who has lived life, the actress must be in command of understated and deliberate comedy.  She provides the emotional arch for the story.  A smoky and whisky-ridden voiced contralto.
Countess Charlotte Malcolm (35-45): Count Carl-Magnus' wife.  A manic-depressive, manipulative, wry, insightful but stark.  A classic character actress of subtlety and bite, and one who is a master of drawing room comedy.  Mezzo soprano.
Anne Egerman (18): Giddy and silly virginal child bride. Fredrik's new, naïve wife.  She’s the emotionally comic honest foil to the driving bites and repartee of Desiree and Charlotte. Soprano.
Petra (20-35): Anne's maid and closest confidante.  Earthy and irreverent, she’s a foil to aristocratic society.  A comic actress and a mezzo-soprano.
Mrs. Nordstrom (any age):  one of the Liebeslieder singers, who as a group of five singers act as a Greek chorus.  A trained soprano and a fine actress off the line.
Mrs. Anderssen (any age):   one of the Liebeslieder singers, who as a group of five singers act as a Greek chorus.  A trained mezzo soprano and a fine actress off the line.
Mrs. Segstrom (any age):  one of the Liebeslieder singers, who as a group of five singers act as a Greek chorus.  A trained soprano and a fine actress off the line.
Non Singing/Speaking Roles
Malla (any age):  Desiree Armfeldt's maid.

Osa (any age): a servant.

Male Roles
Fredrik Egerman (45-60): A successful widowed middle-aged lawyer. He is married to the 18-year-old Anne and has one son from his previous marriage, Henrik, and is a man struggling in the middle of his midlife crisis.  A fine actor, and a baritone.
Henrik Egerman (20-25): Fredrik's son, 20 years old and Anne's stepson. He is serious and gloomy, and confused.  He reads the works of philosophers and theologians as he studies for the Lutheran priesthood and fights his passion for his step-mother Ann.  Beautiful, romantic tenor.
Count Carl-Magnus Malcolm (35-50): A military dragoon who is Desiree's latest lover.  Vain, arrogant, rather dim and linear.  Husband of Countess Charlotte, a classic character actor with excellent comic timing, strong baritone.
Mr. Lindquist (any age):  one of the Liebeslieder singers, who as a group of five singers act as a Greek chorus.  A trained baritone and a fine actor off the line.
Mr. Erlanson (any age):  one of the Liebeslieder singers, who as a group of five singers act as a Greek chorus.  A trained tenor and a fine actor off the line.
Non Singing/Speaking Roles
Bernard (youngish):  a page.
Frid (any age):  Madame Armfeldt’s butler/man-servant.

	


