ABOUT THE DIRECTOR & CHOREOGRAPHER FOR TAP’S A LITTLE NIGHT MUSIC

CHRISTOPHER T. DYKTON, a native of the DC area, has bachelor degrees in both English and Philosophy from Loyola University Maryland and his masters in public administration from The American University. Since 1987, he has directed, performed or designed for more than fifty productions in the DC metropolitan area, including a job as Houdini’s stunt double in the first national tour of Ragtime. (Yes, he dangled 30 feet in the air and was blown up in a box about 120 times!) 

With a family background in music (his father was a first clarinetist with the U.S. Marine Band), he studied the flute (he received a master’s certificate for concert flute from Peabody Institute), and developed a love of the arts, particularly theater and dance. He trained as an actor and director at Baltimore’s CENTERSTAGE and as a dancer at the National Ballet in Maryland with Pamela Moore, Goucher College with Edith Clarke and Peabody with Thomas Hanner, before accepting appointments to the Boston Ballet and the Joffrey II. He was a recipient of a fellowship to Jerome Robbins Choreographers’ Workshop.

Local directing and choreography credits include The Producers, Follies, Ragtime, On the Town, The Secret Garden, Damn Yankees, Steel Pier, The King and I, Saturday Night, (TAP); Nunsense (DS); A Chorus Line (RCP); 1776, The Cocoanuts (LTA) – all of which have been recognized for their artistic quality. His first DC area production was TAP’s legendary On the Town, which won the Award for All Round Production Excellence in the Ruby Griffith competition, an award that his production of The Cocoanuts also received. In WATCH, both he as director and his productions as musicals have received the award twice – for both A Chorus Line and The Cocoanuts. Critics have heralded his direction in such plays as The Women, Master Class, A Man for All Seasons, and Love! Valour! Compassion! 

He has served on the boards of Signature Theatre and The Arlington Players, taught acting at The Children’s Theatre and pas de deux at the Arlington Dance Theatre, and been a guest speaker at the Theatre Lab. 

ABOUT THE MUSIC DIRECTOR FOR TAP’S A LITTLE NIGHT MUSIC

JOHN-MICHAEL d’HAVILAND holds a BA in Music (George Mason University), and a MA in Music, Conducting, (George Mason University). Since 2001, he has received eight Washington Area Theater Community Honors (WATCH) Award nominations for outstanding music direction of A Chorus Line, Kiss Me, Kate, Guys and Dolls, Thoroughly Modern Millie, Sweet Smell of Success, Follies, Ain’t Misbehavin’ and the 2011 award for Rent. Also active as an actor and musical theater performer, some of his favorite roles include Dr. Frank-n-Furter (The Rocky Horror Show, 2002 WATCH Award nominee, Outstanding Lead Actor in a Musical), Coalhouse Walker, Jr., (Ragtime), Noah “Horse” Simmons, (The Full Monty), Jake (Side Show), Eddie Mackrel (The Wild Party, LaChiusa) and Tom Collins (Rent).  Mr. d’Haviland has worked at Arena Stage (DC) as a musical theater and vocal instructor and has also trained at the Goodspeed Opera House (CT). 

